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APPRECIATING OUR WETLANDS

Red Wing Blackbird

We are very lucky to have the Wetland areas
in our development. They impart a
comfortable feeling to the neighborhood and
provide nice trails for walking and just
“getting outside.” They also provide a rich
assortment of living creatures to observe and
admire. Here are a few that have been
spotted and photographed by resident Linda
Bahrani.

The male Red Wing Blackbird is notable for the
red and orange spots on its
wings. The female (shown) is
less ornate. They like to live
near marshes and ponds so we
have many of them in our
neighborhood. They usually
form large flocks of mixed
species that stay in the area
from fall to spring. They like to eat grain from
farm fields, and they also consume harmful
insects.

Cooper's Hawk
The Cooper's Hawk is a medium-sized (1420”) hawk that feeds mainly
on little birds, which it
chases through the woods
and fields. It will also hunt
small mammals, lizards and
snakes. The male bird does
all of the hunting while the
female stays with the eggs and broods the
nestlings. They especially like coniferous
forests with meadows and clearings nearby.

Red Tailed Hawk
This common bird of prey breeds throughout
most of North America, from
the interior of Alaska and
northern Canada to as far
south as Panama and the
West Indies. You may hear it
before you see it because it
lets out a high-pitched
scream when descending in
flight. With a 3.4 to 4.8 foot
wingspan it likes to hunt small rodents and will
soar over open fields in search of its prey. The
color of the bird can vary due to age and
maturity.
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Cinnamon Teal Duck
The cinnamon teal (Spatula cyanoptera) is a
species of duck found in western North and
South America. It is a
small dabbling (surface
feeding rather than diving)
duck with bright reddishbrown plumage on the
male (pictured) and duller
brown plumage on the
female. It lives in marshes
and ponds, and feeds mostly on plants.
These ducks travel in small, fast flocks and the
relationship between the male and the female
is very close. They like to chatter and make a
soft quack.

Little Ducklings
Here
is
one
more
wetland
photo.
Unfortunately we don’t know the species, but
we do know that they’re cute.
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Other Wetland Visitors
We’re not sure if this beaver was coming or
going, but we’re sure it’s welcome to share
our wetlands.

more that 24 hours is prohibited by both City
Municipal Code (public streets) and HOA
CC&Rs (private streets). Early in 2020, the
Board decided to forego enforcement for the
duration of the pandemic – at least until
Whatcom County returns to COVID Phase 4
conditions.
Hopefully,
that
will
come
sometime this year, at which time we will
need to tackle this problem to eliminate or at
least mitigate the safety problems created by
parking on streets that were neither designed
nor build for same. When that time comes, the
Board will solicit owner input about how to
proceed.

Wetland Cleanup
PROJECT STATUS UPDATES
Mailbox Rearrangement
The project to rearrange our mailboxes for
improved convenience to residents and the
USPS delivery folks is proceeding, albeit at a
somewhat elongated schedule due to issues
related to COVID, the elections, and the
holiday crush of mail. Here is the current
status:
• The new mailboxes have been installed,
but not labeled and are not yet being
used for either incoming or outgoing mail.
• We are negotiating a date for the change
to take place.
• See the “Mailbox Relocation Project”
news item on our website for more
details.

Speed Monitors
Also a victim of 2020 issues, we expect to
move forward with this project soon. These
speed monitors are solar-powered digital
displays that announce the speed limit and
vehicle speeds. They have no video capability,
but will collect time and speed data so we can
discuss traffic issues with the City of Ferndale.

Street Parking
This issue came up at the recent Annual
General Meeting. In a nutshell, the issue is
that the parking of vehicles on our streets for
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Another topic that came up at the AGM is the
accumulating trash in our wetland areas and,
more specifically, what to do about it.
Responding to an inquiry from the Board, the
wetland
monitoring
agent
(Aqua-Terr
Systems Inc.) has advised us that we are
permitted to enter the wetlands for cleanup of
unsightly debris. We must, of course, take
care not to endanger any of the flora or fauna
in these areas. Based on this guidance, the
Board plans to organize a clean-up party
sometime in the spring – perhaps coupled
with an expert guide to provide information
about the wetlands. We need to wait until the
ground is firm enough to carry our weight
without harming the roots of any plants or the
homes of any critters. More information will be
provided as plans mature.

Nubgaard Development
In case you missed earlier explanations of
what this is all about, here is a short
summary. A new housing development is
proposed for the area immediately to the east
of the Meadows and north of Nubgaard Road.
Chloe Lane would be extended to the east to
connect with these new homes. We have
written to the City to express our concerns
about traffic and pedestrian safety issues. We
will continue our dialog with the City and will
report when and if there is any news.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM):
December 28th, 2020
1. Quorum
A quorum for the AGM is 32 units duly
represented either in person or by proxy. We
had only 26, but were able to execute the two
most important agenda items.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
HOA Website:
► https://www.meadows-ferndale-hoa.org/
HOA Email:
► meadowsferndalehoa@gmail.com
Windermere Property Management
► Phone: (360) 733-7944 ext. #1410•

2. Operating Budget for 2021
The Board-approved operating budget for
2021 was duly ratified by a combination of inperson attendees (via ZOOM™) and proxy
votes. The approved and ratified budget is
posted to the Association website.

3. Election of Board Members
The result of the Board election is as follows:
• President: Chuck Millard
• Vice President: Jim Gizzi
• Secy/Treas: Kathy Young
Our thanks to “retiring” Vice President, Rick
Horsman for his generous support to our
Board and our community. Enjoy.
For more information about the AGM, see the
minutes posted to the “Meetings” section of
our website.
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And finally …
To all our owners and residents: stay healthy.

