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MEMORANDUM 
 
  
 To: All Meadows-Ferndale Owners and Residents 

 From: Meadows-Ferndale HOA Board of Directors 

 Date: June 29, 2020 

 Subject: Wetland Easements vs Trails 

 Ref: Plat-673965583143726 
   
   

   
There continues to be significant and impactful uncertainty about the types of easements in our 
wetland areas and the rules that govern them. This is important because we could be severely 
penalized by either the US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) or the Washington State Department 
of Ecology (DOE) for violation of their rules governing our stewardship of the wetland areas. 
 
The attached map (actually a PLAT, or “plot of land”) is marked with green dashed lines for the trail 
easements, red dashed lines for the other (storm, drainage, and access) easements, and green 
circles for points of entry to or exit from the trails. Corps and DOE rules specify that we can enter 
and traverse the wetlands ONLY on the specified trails, which we sometimes call “walking paths”.  
 
Don’t be fooled by some of the non-trail easements that are covered with rock or gravel to 
facilitate entry by emergency and maintenance vehicles – they are NOT part of the trail system. We 
are strictly prohibited from accessing the wetlands or walking paths via these routes (such as at 
the end of Josie Lane). 
 
We thank you for your cooperation. 
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